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THE WEDGWOOD ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF
ORNAMENTAL SHAPES
1878

INTRODUCTION

J. K. des Fontaines, FRSA
Chairman, The Wedgwood Society

The ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF ORNAMENTAL SHAPES was issued by the
Wedgwood Company some time between 1878 and 1880, as a companion to the 1880
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF SHAPES which showed only useful wares. (The latter
was reproduced and published by the Wedgwood Society in 1971.) Neither catalogue shows
a date of publication, but the address of the ‘Permanent London Showrooms’ is given as St.
Andrew’s Buildings, Holborn Circus, and this is where the firm opened business in 1875 after
having been absent from the metropolis since 1829. Another date indicator for the Orna-
mental Shape Catalogue is the Portland Vase trade mark appearing on the cover: this was
registered by the firm in 1878, the year of the reintroduction of bone china manufacture after
a gap of fifty years. A printed price list dated 1877 is bound together with the copy of the
Catalogue belonging to the Wedgwood Museum at Barlaston. It is this copy which is here
reproduced with the kind permission of the Trustees of the Museum.

The decades between 1860 and 1880 saw many significant changes at Wedgwood's Etruria
factory, continuing the gradual recovery of the fortunes of the firm following the decline
after the death of the founder Josiah Wedgwood in 1795. A new generation of Wedgwoods
(the fourth), the brothers Godfrey, Clement and Lawrence took over the management from
their father Francis who had retired in 1870. The production of ornamental and art wares
became an increasingly important part of the manufacture, enabling the factory to hold its
own against the great rival Staffordshire potters Minton, Copeland, Davenport and many
others. The work of the French free-lance artist Emile Lessore (1805-76) and the employ-
ment of the gifted artist and designer Thomas Allen (1831-1915) who joined Wedgwood
from Minton in 1876, enabled the firm to compete successfully in supplying the public with
the kind of decorative ceramics that were becoming fashionable.

New ceramic bodies and decorating techniques served to cater for the growing demand of
the rising middle classes for ornament and colour in the home. The marble-like Parian ware
or Statuary Porcelain (Wedgwood called their version Carrara) was mainly used for figures
and busts, whilst the brilliantly coloured Majolica brightened the softly illuminated gas-lit
interiors.

The Illustrated Catalogue of Ornamental Shapes here reproduced contains mostly Majolica
wares. This decorating technique aimed at achieving the strong colours of the 16th and 17th
century Italian maiolica by using opaque or translucent coloured glazes painted on top of
plain once-fired earthenware. It was first developed by Minton and shown at the Great
Exhibition of 1851. Wedgwood did not introduce Majolica until ten years later. However,
once production started, the range and quantity manufactured was astonishing: ornamental
table centres, vases, useful wares like dessert services, jugs and mugs, trinket and ash trays,
and even garden seats and umbrella stands. Most of the shapes we would now label as
typically “Victorian’, but a few 18th century shapes were revived for Majolica, e.g. the well-
known Wine and Water Ewers supplied to Josiah Wedgwood by John Flaxman Senior. It is



curious that a few pages illustrating strictly useful wares have strayed into the Catalogue. The
teapots, the Shell ‘comports’ and tureens or ‘coverdishes’ keep very odd company with the
ornamental Majolica and Blue Bas-Relief wares. The latter was a revival of the blue and
white jasper, made from a modified stoneware body of a cheaper composition than the true
jasper. The teapot page is particularly intriguing as it includes shapes (Nos. 43, 129 and 159)
that were also included in the 1880 Ilustrated Catalogue of Shapes of useful wares, where
shape No. 129 is perhaps more appropriately described as a coffee pot.

Although a wide range and a large quantity of Majolica was manufactured by
Wedgwood, surviving examples are surprisingly scarce. It is possible that they are not recog-
nised or else taken to be Minton, the most prolific makers of this ware. Wedgwood's
Majolica should bear the impressed mark WEDGWOOD, but it is not uncommon for the
glaze to have covered the lettering, making it difficult to see or even completely illegible.

For further detailed information about Wedgwood’s Majolica and other Victorian and
later wares, the reader is referred to WEDGWOOD CERAMICS 1846—1959 by Maureen
Batkin, published in 1982 by Richard Dennis, 144 Kensington Church Street, London W8.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. My thanks are due to the staff of the Wedgwood Factory
Museum at Barlaston, particularly Mrs Sharon Gater, Assistant Curator, for helpful informa-
tion. The reproduction of the Catalogue would not have been possible without the permis-
sion of the Trustees of the Museum.

London, February 1984,




FOSIAH WEDGWOOD & SONS,

ETRURIA,

STOKE-UPON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE.
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PERMANENT LONDON SHOW ROOMS:
St. ANDREWS BUILDINGS,
HOLBORN CIRCUS, E.C.
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The Show Rooms at the Manufactory, in Etruria, are easily accessible
from the North Staffordshire Railway Station, Stoke-upon-Trent, Trains running
between the two stations every Half-I{our throughout the day.

ALLBUT AND DANIEL, PRINTERS, PERCY STREET, HANLEY
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FLOWER HOLDERS
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MATCH POTS

FISH BARREL BERLIN FISH BASKET
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BLUE AND WHITE GARDEN POTS
BAS-RELIEF

NO. 10680, BORDERED NO, 1061, BORDERED
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BLUE AND WHITE VASES
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OSBORNE COTTAGE
















