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Acquiring social graces can be arduous for children whose Imaginations

areancreasingy tethered to-a elevision set. But intenior designer
Susan Ases Green would hike to mterrupt that booadeast trend
with an amportant mesags:; Connedting with. others m el
settings—like a wa parcy—Duilds confidence besides being .

The Manhaman-based interior designer 15 grandmother o
[sabelle, a 4-year-old who embraces every new discovery with
delight—md her “MNonmi™ steers her in the right direction.
Taday it's with a nice cop of tea—a lively ginger one to tckle
the senses—and a bounty of other iInventive morsels, all of them
bite—sized. Surrounded by Susan’s beautiful chings, Isabelle and
three of her friends pLi'_.' Lira.-.i':--uri i real tne—uaot _'iln.l! with
their imaginary friends and dolls,

“The world 15 20 chaotic now.” Susan muses. ™ Why not slow
down and savor 12" Her antdote o lifies fast pace has inspired
similar friendly gatherings over the years—some of them fuind-
raisers. This one is pargeularly meaningful. Its the first annual
tea party for [sabelle, her 4-year-old friends, and their mothers,
including Susan’s own daugheer, Lyon Zises, mother of Tabelle,
{The number of gueste each year will increase with Tsabelle’s

ages: five S=year-olds next vear, and 20 on) The tdea came from
Susans friend in ".’:irglliiﬂ.. who had #‘II:_iI.'ﬁE'i.‘d a sumilar party. |
thought, what wonderful Southern hospitaliog Then 1 thoughe,
why can't it be wonderful Morthern hospitality, oo™
Another inspimtion for the party was purcly acsthernc, ©1
love beauty all arcumd me, and 1 ery to share that with evervane
I ko™ savs Susan, whose historic, three-story Upper East Side

evenihiouse (wliuch i three doors down from Mew York Mayvor
Michael Bloombergs) makes a mce place to doust that. There,
a palette of tmeles colors and sumptuous conufort showcase
her tradinonal mste. She says her ultimate goal is for her home
to feel fine buat not fussy—"a warm and inviting place where
people coming in mstancly feel welconed.™

As the liede girds file in, Swsan finds them “delightiul and
delighted,” acting especially exuberant in their dressy atire,
“which people rarcly wear these days™ she laments. " When 1
was & hitele mrl, coming mto Mew York City was a big deal”
|':|'|1,'u|.lr;'|§;i|!|g e g‘iﬂi o wear outfits that make thems feel
special s as important as learning how oo gently hold fine
luncheon plares, danne eacups, and minianme cryaal glases,
gathered from a lirde-girl-sized serving table. The adult-bever-
age sideboard 1= just beyond.

“I know that whenever [-dress up I fee] like | cin tike on
the world,” Susan says. 1 want these littde gmrds o ulamately
teel the same way. To be self=ascured. To feel beautiful

The girh:- fine afternoon dreeses are maneled l!n_.' {‘l:,]ll:l”‘_.‘
festive tea panty fare, Susan s fworite caterer, chel Alison ies-
rop, i5 beloved for “"-'I.IJII'I.':'.' fosend ™ 1'1.'_“|.|.r||:'1\_'; seasonnal :i::lg:l;l.[it;lll.'.
in playtul and refreshing combinations.

*I bowe the fact that at first the girs looked arevervthing in
awe. And then, of course, they ate everything with abandon,”
savs Susan, whose etiguette lessons are panles. Al the whale,
though, they were trying to be licde ladies. You know, chilidren







Firesh Giinger Teu
Cinger Ale with Pomegranarte |uce
i .Il.||u|:|:|:.'_||r & Blo n:i? Mares

Mindaowre Smaoked Salmon Frittams
Sstam Prears with Horseradish O nam
Classie Tea Sundwiches
Musissron & Clypee Sl
Tormwre & Avocado Swirl Soup
Lasbssrer Basque

Prerire Cocomut and Petine
Chuocolare Cupeakies
Cream Scones with Devomsbhine Crenm
mnd Leninm Cliard

really will rise o the oocasion if you allow them o That ris-
ing included alimde sofa jumping. which was just fine by Susan.
Fler anly request was that they remaove their shoes fist, Then
the coast was clear—ared soft and springy. *1 don't have chald-
proof ooms and never have)” Susan says ©1 always maised ny
children with antiques. There was nothing so precious that it
wasn t replaceable.”

Exven her extensve collection of 19th-century magolica, wath
its fanciful molded surfaces and coborful glazes, 15 unmarred by
thie small lands thae have couched it over the years, The little
girls love the whinsteal pottery that Susan wamed collecring

when 1t was plenaful—and, she explains, all she could afford.

She mow displavs e o licde vignees throughout her home,

“I've had tremendons cnjoyment from collecting it and other
special picees and patterns over the years,” she says,

The dessgner, whose work 8 odten seen in the prestigious
Kips Bay Boys and Girks Club Showhouse, adnigs that she's

dusheartencd by the Lack of “ching sensibaliog™ 1 young adules.

“Whenever | buy a wedding gift. 1 abways look forward o =
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seeingy what pattern the couple has selected.” She s especially
pleased when, instead of pracacal and wnadormed, the selected
pattern s pretey-and leads aeself to enterpaning. Susan, whao
levwes to i vingage and comempomary ching patserns, explains
theae 'y mot imeo everything matching and being precssely the
samre.” That's one of the reasons for her wa party=—to grve the
livtle girks the experience of uang beaursful things [ wane them
to know thatats fun o look ag presy things and cnpoy beanc-
fuul food—to enjoy life in general.”

For the moment, the tea parey bas done the mrick—ar least
for one.of the hule muest. “She asked her mother almose
mmeddiately when she conld come back and do this agam,”
Susan swvs with pride.“That's the highess compliment.”™

Fler intent, she savs, & not o negh e gords owand noacoracy,
“but po-simply enjoy watching them grow up. Evennsally they'll
be young Ledics;, and memionies of these gatherings will have a
wary spaot in their hears, And mavbe” she sas wisefully, “rheyll
even have tea parties with their own children and friends >

For meee information, see wources on page 248, Seo recipes on page 138,
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