about texture’

Majolica bmgs umque look _1‘0 homes

BY SHAWN FLOYD
STAFF WHITER

Most mgjolica collectors would
salivate over Wanda Matthes' col-
lection.

After starting her collection 16
years age, she has acquired so
many pieces that she can't keep it
all in her Plano home.

S0 whatever she can't use af
home goes into her Trilogy
Antiques shop at Snider Plaza
Antique Mall near the comer of
Lovers Lane and Hillerest Road in
Dallas, where she puts it up for
sale,

She's done this with countless
pieces, including two of her
favarite agua tulip vases of French
origin in the Barbotine style, same
as the iris studded vase on the v
ing room coffes table, But then,
after placing the two smaller vases
up for sale in her shop, she had sec-
ongd thoughts

*I put them up for sale in the
shop and then decided not to sell
them so | brought them home.”

Now thev've got a place of : ; \ e [ e
honor in her Hving room next to 1 EESN : i ; N e P, IR o o it
plantless jardiniere. All this fits in ) )
nicely on a table just below a cabi-
net housing her collection of
majolica butter pats. N

Majolica is  everywhere, piaces from Wanda Matthes' collection show the color and texture of majolica, which can some
arranged just so, with an animal  fee-h thousands of dollars.
collection on the mantel and a :
Lable Setfing next 1o a window. and other tunes, there may be a pot
There's majolica in nearly every  holding a small Clwistmas wee or a
room of her home, nsually grouped  tray holding towels in the bath.

together in n cabinel or on a shelf It goes without saving that
But then sometimes theres a sur- -
prise piece at the top of the stairs See MAJOLICR, Page 4A

“ hat is majol:w

Majolica's ongins Victorlan Majclica was produced from 1851 through 1800, It was
introcuced at London's Great Exhibiticn in 1851, Al !hat fime and place & milon visi-
tors and 13 937 fume attended the event

Positive aspects of majolica — humor, whimsy. charm, elegance. great natursl
beaisty

\'mat goes into the making of majolica — soft porous molded éarthenware fired 1o
stage, r.puqy.Nnuasod glaze of Un or lead enamel, decorated with h pairted
mafallic oxxde giaze, knal firing resulls are ranslucent, richly colored with & siky bk

BAnCe

Themes — Bolany and horticulture, zodiogy. ormithology, maring Bsolagy, conchology

Englsh manufacturs yolica Herbert Mintan, George Jones, Josaph Holdorofl,
Josiah Wedgwood, T Forester, Samuel Lear, Simon Fialding, W.T. Copetand,
Wittiam Brownfield, and Jamus Wandle

American manufacturers of majolica — Griffes, Seith & Hilin Pennayvana,

'ek.; try Niew Jerw;- Goorge Mortey in East Liverpool, Ohio. Trenton Pollenss in New
y. Contl T ica manulcturars rom France, Genmany and Austna

L wx‘ﬁ L:a’}.ﬂar‘“ St Clament, Sarreguemines, Choley-Le-Rol, Crchie, Poet-Laval,

‘.’nir*m; and Boch, Eichvald, Hugo Lonitz. 1
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Matthes hus come a long way sinee
she bought her first piece of majoli-
ca 15 vears ago. It was a fitte early
20th contury German plate with a
grape motil. A Zell piece that she
Do for $30 at an art and antique
show and sale in Richardson,

After that she added b
leafed-plates and pickle dishes to
her collection.

Now looking back on it all,
Matthe=, a former San Augustine
resident who grew up on a fanm in
that area, says: “Tve always been
attracted 1o pottery of this type. |
ke the ook of ™

Like others collecting hard-to-
find tems, she searclhed high and
low for majolica, which was no
problen since she admits that she
“wis bom with a shopping gene.”

She savs that collecting plates
is nommal for beginner collectons
and then adding the more serious
pieces such as compates and visses
and phichers comes with Gme. She
knows this not only from her own
experence but also because she's
an  officer in the Majolica
Internationad Society.

Une of her roles I8 W answer
questions about majolica some-
thing she does very handily, using
several sources as i guide, includ-
ing Mary Ann Katz-Marks' book,
“The Collector's Encyclopedia of
Majolica™ and  “Majolica” by
Marilyn Karmsson and Joan Stake.

That means she knows more
than the averuge person about col-
lecting the pottery that was &
favorite in Victonian households in
the late 19th century all the way (o
the early 20t century and the fin-
ished product often reflects influ-
ences of that period, including
shell patterns and monkeys from
the Darwinian period.

For the uninitisted, she talks
about majolica being “all about
texture. Its form and then fune
tion,” she says, Then she adds that
majolica is a glaze and not a styie,
with lead glazes most popular in
English and Armenican pieces and
tin glazes most often seen in
French majolica

Also there's Palissy that has
taken the majolica collecting world
by storme Of French ongins, these
wre most aften plates and platters
with seulpiural fruit or sea crea-
rures added. Palissy is quite rare,
with only two shops in North
Texas carrying it, Matthes” Trilogy
and Lovers Lane Antigues, where
pieces can go as high as $7.800,

1t's not like in the days when
Matthes started her collection and
there was fitthe or no majolica to be
had in this area

Her finds come from trips w
England and Europe. Also when
fricnds travel they sometimes
retumn with pieces, And then there
are always the cstate sales and
anfique auctons.

For her personal collection, she
savs nothing makes her happier

than 1o receive a majolica piece for
a special occasion

“Along the way my husband

Duane has leamed that gifts of
majolica are always hits at birth-
day and aniversary times” she
says. “For our anniversary this year
he gave me a beautiful apple blos-
E keepor”
Also, she says some oollectors
who started amassing majolica in
the 19%60s are now getting older
and are either panng down and
selling their collections or they are
leaving their pieces for heirs to sell
after their deaths.

Quite pricey, majolica pleces
can sell for thousands of dollars,
but Matthes says this dossnt seem
to deter majolica collectors one
hit.

“1 have people from as far as
Israel buying my pieces from my
Wah site,” she says. “And people in
Highland Park, where my shop is
located, are into decorating their
homes and dont mind spending
N(-wm:t thousand dollars on a

Then too  theres another
upcoming generation that's becom-
ing appreciative of majolica.

“The younger waormen may have

collector loves antique style

grown up with these things and ae
it building  collections,” says
Matthes, who adds, “The goud
thing st majolica generally
goes up o holds #ts value, You
can't say that about a kit of things.”

All the while she's been collect-
ing and selling majolica she has
also been teaching school. During
the years of feaching music in
Rachardson, she would work at her
regular job during the week and on
Saturdays work at the shop she
opened in 1996, Since retiring {rom

her teaching job in May of this vear

she has had more time to devote to
working al the shop.

Even though her hushand,
Duane, s a systems engineer by
I_m{amlm. he also olds office in

Internatiotial Society.

T«miwr they hold teleconfer-
ences with other officers to plan
the annual meetings and conven-
tions usually held the last weekend
of April. This year the convention
wis held in Orlando, Next year it
will be held in New York. Along
with the convention, there's also
show and sale.

“We call it majolica heaven,”
says Matthes “There are usually
about 1010 12 of the top dealers in
the country there. You see pieces
you'vie never seen before. IS like
going 1o a museum.”

She has some pretty important

pieces as well, including a shell
and  seaweed-paiterned tea set
made in  Phoenixville, Pa
Sometimes this patter is pefermed
to a5 an Etruscan style, If someone
feels surprise at majolica made in
America mither than England or
Europe, she lists the prerequisites
for making the pottery and says
that area of Pennsylvania fits the
bill in every way.

“The clay was good in that pant
of the country und that was impor-
tant in making majolica,” she says
“Good clay, a location on the rdver
and people willing 1o work were
the main critena”

She says that only “about 30
percent of majolica s marked.”
Some of the major manufacturers
are  Minton, Wedgwood  and
George Jones, whom she calls “the
king of majolica”

She has so many different
ideas, including using major pleces
for lamps. She just fits the piece
onto & woord base, not attaching it
in any way so that the piece does-
n't lose any of its value Also, that
way it doesn’t damage the piece.

The thing to remember about
minjolica is that it needs light and
that “part of the fun of collecting is
that there is constantly a litte mys-
tery going on” Thats mainly
becatse migolica is s0 old and so
clasely ded to a period of history



