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= “in England—birthplace of the
modern umbrella and cabinets
full of boggish; Vietorian majelica
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break out in uncontrollable mshea nfﬁ‘ug S
and mushrooms—some reranne—-bahed .Bwnmp' £ '- R e Lo have eaught quite a case of the bug, too.

disorder, perhaps. It's a curious affliction, one that seems. Majohca is a richly colored, heavyweight clay pottery that
to have been as prevalent in ﬁfteenth—mnruqr Spain, where is coated with enamel, srnamented with paints, and, finally,
the predecessors of this tin-glazed earthenware originated = glazed: The name s likely derived from the Spanish island of

; '. pieces! In more recent years, collectors

.. {and where, of course, it isn't especially damp), asiit became ~ Majorca—said to be known once as Majolica—where the first
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Italy and France (where they were called faenza and faience,
respectively, after the [talian city of Faenza, famous for its
pottery). Majoliea, i

landish, was popula
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it's possible to own majolica bir
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grapevines, and even a tree trunk or two. On the whole, if you
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A SOLITARY PERCH The
cheese stands comfortably
alone, as this fourteen-
inch-high cheese bell can
hold a full wheel of Stlton.
The cover protects cheeses
from marauding insects,
like the one caught by the
bird-shaped handle on the
cobalt-blue dome (a color
that collectors especially
love), Manufactured by
George Jones, this extrava-
ganza of cattails, water lilies,
and pond life may have
been made in various sizes.
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B NATURE'S BOUNTY Many plates depict the food

*'" to be served on them. (1f using majolica for food
sgrvice, keep in mind that some glizes contain
lead.) LerT, From Tor A deaf-shaped plate; a lotus
blogsom plate—for smbrosia, perhaps; and
corn-shaped pitchers (on stand), possibly Ameri-
can. CENTER, FROM TOP: A cornplatter; pear clus-
terg-adorming & brown platter;a bread plate is
marked by astarburst of wheat; a plate with

o fand for) grapes. MGHT, reoM Top A banana-leaf

b fruit plate; a berry plate; a strawbarey plate (on

e atand) decorated with flowers and loaves.
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-_f » OUTSIZE STYLE nmﬂlrﬁ;lnnml;. this huge Minton majolica jardiniers was
. undoubtedly made for a Victorian conservatory. With a base plate that's sixteen inches across,
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FTROM THE WwoODS Crea-
tures figure prominently in
this tableware. apove teFm: A
bird weaving a nest makesa
dainty vasze (left); to createa
Minton salteellar, a dove
cradles an ivy leaf on its
outstretched wings, ABOVE
AlGHT: Nuts were a staple of
Victorian dining. Here, an
acorn-eating squirrel makes
a convenient handle fora
Minton nut dish. Resting
on it is a Royal Worcester
toothpick holder, which fea-
tures field mice investigat-
ing a broken egg. Lerr: This
Victorian game-pie dish, a
specialty item and rare find,
appropriately depicts a fox
stalking its prey.



RARE WILDLIFE Coveted
pieces come in all sizes.
THIS PAGE: A nearly three-
foot-tall Minton stick stand
{for walking sticks and um-
brellas) designed by Paul
Comolera masquerades as
a tree stump (far right);
greenery sprouting on itis
being nibbled by a life-size
fawn. Beside it, a two-part
dish with a bird-form handle
rests on a George Jones
plant stand. oprosiTe: All
the components for an Eng-
lish tea—ereamers, pitchers,
teapots, jars, and serving
plates—are gathered. Tea-
pots, especially those featur-
ing monkeys and serpents,
are popular with collectors.
The one formed by a mon-
key hugging a coconut (top
shelf) is by Minton. On the
center shelf is a rare teacup
(far left), once part of a large
service. Majolica eups often
have hot pink or turquoise
interiors. The cabbage tea-
pot with a snaky handle
and spout (bottom shelf)
is Portuguese; the bamboo-
pattern plate (to its right)
is especially rare,
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