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ofAHection

Four collectors pursue their

passions in very different ways,

but they all have one thing in

common: they just can't stop

Antique dealer
Huben de Forges
hare hi ew

York apanment
with hundreds of
figurative pitchers,
opposite. Des Forge
al 0 has a weakne
for ceramic birds
and floral plate .
Left: Hi frog
umbrella stand,
c. I 90. Detail
ee Resource .

A HEAD FOR FIGURES
Hubertde Forge i never alone in hi ew York apartment,
e en when no one el e i around. Gazing down at him from
floor-to-ceiling helve in the Ii ing room are 437 figurative
majolica pitcher , mo t of them made in the I 90 by th
high- t Ie French potterie at arreguemine and Onnaing.

he depi t caricatured politician who e faces could have
b n render d b Hogarth or Daumier. There are al 0 tail­
coat-clad toad traight OUt of The Wind in the Willows, a well
a a va t a ortment of pig, parrot, gra hopper, firemen,
chef, heep, grandmother, and monk. Ithough their pro­
portion are imilar-the av rage nine inche tall by five
inch wid -no two are exactl alik .

"The 're colorful, the ,'re amu ing and the 're good 0111­

pan '," a' D For e , a Fren h-born antique dealer who
arne to lew York twent -one car ag and ha n er given

up hi heav' accent. He ha b n a coli etor in e he r c ived
a mall inh ritance at a e ixt n-he decided to inve t the
mon ,in pitcher rath rthan" pend it tupidl ," he a '. In
hi twentie. De For e let hi hobb' determine hi profes-
ion by op nin an antique booth at Pari' ramou flea mar­

ket. the \Iarche aux Puce. Ever ince he arri ed in thi
cOllntry h ha been lIin antique on Manhattan' pper
Ea t ide (hi current hop, Hub rt de Forge, is at 1193
Lexin ton, venue) and addin ne\ pitcher to hi lineup
whenever he can. Hi be t find orne from fellO\ dealers,
who, he ay , "know onl 'too well what I \ ant."

D Forge doe n't allow an one but him elf and 0 car
Moore, hi roommate and bu ine partner, to handle the
pitcher; he wince when a vi itor lightly pat a pelican's beak.

nd et pitcher are far from hi onl pa ion. even turn-of­
the-centur majolica umbrella tand in the form of a cat, a
dog, a monke , two heron, and two frog 0 cup crap of
floor pace in the livin rool11; more than a thou and object
from the 1940 repre enting black men and women cram the
bookca e be ide the fireplace; nineteenth-centur French
Ma ier majolica parakee grace the coffee table; and Ma -
ier floral plate turn the dining room' fore tgreen wall into

field of bloom. To avoid 0 ercrowding, Moore keep hi
own accumulation to a minimum. "I collect good food and
friend "he a . "The don't take up much room."

Their tore, like their apartment, i packed with flora and
fauna. tin ai Ie \ ind pa t a bench upported by carved
bear and piled with dog- haped pillO\ to a wall of twig
frame and 1920 tole light fixture that prout metal blos-
om ." II of thi i me," a De Forge, ge turing around

the tore. "The e are happ thing, and I am a happy man."
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