The Yictorian Era, kovwn for leavily carved Farnimre and
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decorated majolica pottery. Todaw i'x not 810 all uacomnaes =gl
v s pheces of the art; Salud plates masguerading as leaves, shell
thape oyvster dishes, and plantess sdorned withesslamanders and
e rdlies are covetesd n—nnl.p'lm. af majolicas hiend of finectinn

ard et wralistic formes.

MATURE CAPTURED IN GLAZE

Oe  eosy  way  fo spol  majolica §5 by the colarful
plazes. The best cxamples combipe wolor with  sculpaural
dimension and fooltheove painting, and some have almost
higlden  depictions al viny creatnres 1o discover, Luscious
cobors—pink, vellow, emerald green, weqeoise. sapphine, Ghie,
and bpown—sccentiste the pottery’s variery,

“You cant just ponr glace over a pod aml call § majolica”
WY Charles Washhorme, an aniigecs tlealer in '['I'|i|;||u-r|uu, Mew
York. “To me, that's just a shiny pot. Magolica glaees shonbid (Gllow
the design, dilferentiating every detail with color conteast,

High-caliber examples  date  principally 1o e peak
era al l|:;1_||:|l|_u. |=rmlmlm||—lrnr'u the 18508 b tpod=and
command bandsome s 11 made by ome ol the well-kpown
mantifcturers, o small teacup withour o sascer can beteh 250,
and lurge serving dishes can bring thousmls of dallags,

While conmeissenrs vie Tor tle mee amd onusual, a
preat many collectors simply are enthradled by majolicas
deliphin in natire and the whimsv ol the desipns

ACLASSIC ART
With his sighes an the publics increasingly large disposabie
incame, Herbert Minton, of the Minton Pottery in England,

introduced majolica i eigr The industrial age had hrowghe rapid

SMOQTH,
LUSTROUS,
AND HIGHLY
COLLECTIBLE,
THIS ANTIQUE
POTTERY
CELEBRATES
THE SHAPES
OF NATURE.










growth in the middle class More people entertained with dinner
parties, and the pottery made an ideal conterpices

The color and brilliance of majolica was unprecedonted,
thanks to Mintows partnership with French comumicist-in-exile
Leon Arno, who made metal-oxide glazes from tinoor lead,

Ar st the due concentrated on Benaissance  forins,
cncoiraged by the opening of England’s firse palilic massenms
e I:Jll_"]!lllhli-l = new passion for iI.r-I'!IHI'I!IJuj_l'.:-'. Sois, hivaever, they
dizcoveresd endless opportunity in the fascination for natwral
history, ineluding flora, e, aml erpecially, conchnlagy—the
study of meollusks and shells

Auldl tothat the wdvent of refrigeration and railways, and it's cas g
tounderstand the publics interest in majolica. Demand for pleces
depicting fish, fruil, and vegetables grew alonpside a hunger for
previously anobtainable delicacies such as coastal ovsters amld
lolwters, and delicate separagns.

[oterest  peaked in the 18708, with  Oclental  mootifs
entering the mix. As the century drew tooa close, An Mooveaun
influenees such as trailing vines began o appear. Then, as
quickly as it had risen, majolica’s popularity waned. Too many
inferior copics had apgreared on the market, and thic metal-base
slazes caused health problems for the psiers.

Chive age cant usually be judged by the standards of anotlier,
but minjolicas appeal seemsz timeles. Mintan, the shrewd
buisinessman, started a collecting craze that meay ol and Tow, bt

it thriving today. &




