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Maijolica charmed the Victorians, and now this cheerful ceramic is capturing our hearts too.
BY BETSY CROSBY

I iﬂ{‘l.' A GLITTERING TROM-AND-GLASS STRUNTURE ARUSE
out of the dreary London shroud of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. Dubbed the *Crystal Palace,™ it housed Prince Alberts
pet project, an international exhibition of manufactured
goods, From its early summer opening in May until is clos-
ing five months later, over six million visitors passed

through its doors, “completely dazzled,” a5 one journalise
cffusad, “by the nch varsety of hues.™

In the midst of over 17,000 entries, Herberr Minton's
brilliant display of *Majolica,” mspired by maiolica
pottery produced during che Italian Benaissance, proved to
be a showstopper. Its lustrous surfaces were decorated in
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bold new colors: rurguoise, vellow,
lavender-pink, pale blue and sea
green, The mventive collection cap-
tured the high summer spirits of the
crovvd, garnering for Minton & Co.
a Special Council Medal—one of
anly two—rFbor “orginality and beao-
1y of design.™

Few antiipated that this striking
earthenware would seiee the world's
hears and pockerbooks and o the
ceramics industry on its head. Bur a
slew of manufacrurers immediarely
jumped on the bandwagon. 5ome,
such as Wedpwood and George Jones
in England, Sarreguemines and
Villeroy & Boch in Continenral
Exirope, and Griffen, Smith & Hill in
the LS., competed head-to-head wich
Minton for style amd qualiey. Majoli-
ca remained popular in England for

nearly 500 years, and even longer in
the Stares and on the Contiment,

E MIDDLE-CLASS PRICE RANGE.

For the middle-class housewife
perusing a mid-century catalog,
this dramaric pottery was
nothing like the plain and
practical transferware
and ironstoase thar had
graced her rable unril
then. She was amuscd
and delighred by whim-
sical cheese stands in the
shape of bechives, plares
that looked like begonia leaves
and pitchers resembling corncobs
bursting with golden kernels. It was
all 50 cheerful and charming—and
so very affordable.
*There was ne porcelain in the

micdle-class price range,” says Cail

STYLISH SERVICE The Christnas plabe, previous poge, and cheese bell, top of this page,
are both by G—amgu:u lenm, a 19th<entury designer known for deep colon, Game lunines, Dearing of Dearing Antiques on
likex thie Minton pisce abave, were a siahws symbal in Greol Brilain becouse thy implisd Artlanra’s Miami Circle, one of the pre-

accas ke realiched hunbing grounds, mier deabers of Enghsh magolica in the
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Unired States, “With majolica, they
could fnnally have something premy.”
Unlike porcelain, which was
expensive to produce, majolica was
made of locally available clay chat

counld be sculpred or molded easily.

Mew opaque glazes, devised by
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Minton™ art direcror Leon Armousk,
fused into a lostrous finish at a rela-
tively low temperature. The kright,
shiny colors cazily masked imperfec-
tions in the body of the plece, and
the low firing remperature resulted
in less breakage in the kiln. It was

FOWELTY ITEMM

the perfect recipe for mass prosduoc-
tign at a reasonable price point.
Majolica had its following among
the elite as well, Low kiln tempera-
meres meade ir cagier o produce large-
scale pieces, such as fountains, jar-

dinieres and life-sized storks doubling

JELT 5 Baitizh Yictorions adored
modifs of shllgeotic native Americon produce like
coin. Whimsical bees, mice, bunaies and doides

ore as choming now oz they were then.
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MAJOLICA AND WIREWORK:

Though majolico production was
winding down in Englond teward the
and of the 19th contury, it was 58l gaing
strang in France, Germony ond Aushia,
whars it remained o fovorite of the bour
geoisie. At the same time, wirework=—
avaryday objects mode of wire—wos
gaining widespeesd popularity,

A croft born in Slevalda omaong fin-
kars inthe 17th contury, wirework
became o respacted ade in Ausirio and
Hungary in the 18ih canfury, and
an asablished indusiry in Fronce,
Germany and America by the and
of the 191h. First used as o means
of rapaining broken crockeany, wirs-
work develaped in the hands of falented
arfisons inlo an arf in s own right. Uslibar-
ian kilchen objects such as spoons, colan-
ders ond baskets grew ever more Fancifl

Soon, workraams wers alio producing wine
birdeages, plant sands and candelabras
with garlands, culicuss and spirals.
Evenhsally, wirewark moved ot of the
kitchen and inko the dining room. A small
majolica saucer or plats “married” loa
wonvan frome of wire with heark-shaped
hondles was fransformed linfe o basket for

TWICE AS NICE

fruil, pastrias or candy sitable For dis-

play on the sdeboard or wooden drass-

or of a middleclass hame,

Canen Moneita, of Mol Majolca
[mastymajalicacom), slocks a genarous

collechion of antique, wirefromed ploles,
in her monthhy baath of Scolt Arque Mo

ked. Most are from France or Germany.
Finding o plate of majolica in wire nearly

deubles the price, bumning what would ordi-
narity cost 150 inko o piece worth $285.

Crriginal wireware pieces are
becoming harder fo find; decaro:
tors hove Found thot they moke o

great impact when hung on the

wall. Though reproduction wire
frames for plates ore ovailoble,
Monolo soys they ore lass infricote thon

those made o century oge. They just don't
herv tha arfwork in them.” —B.C.

as plane stands—juse the thing for gar-
den conservarories. There were also
e compotes for ice cream, hish plar-
ters and fve-tiered ovseer stamds, ideal
for groaning Vicrorian banguer tables.

Though majedica fell our af favor
at the beginming of the 20th century,
it i in vopue again at the beginning
of the 21st. Today, there are collec-
tors who will pay tens of thousands
at an antiques store for a piece
marked by British potter George
Jones; and there are those who cruise
flea markers looking for just dhe right
unmarked oyster plae in the more
modest price range of $150 o 3200,
{Fans of antigue majolica collect for
display rarher than rable use, as most
majolica plazes contained lead.)

Since Forbes magazine reported
the zale ar auction of a Minron
pame pie tureen for 583,000 some
10 years agoe, Dearing has seen an
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increase in the number of customers
looking for investment pieces. Most
peaple are originally attracted to
majolica for decorative reasons, she
says, but some develop into serious
collectors.

One such Arlanta connoisseur 1%
Susan KEraft. Twenty vears ago, her
first plate cost 319, MNow majolica 15
her “passion,” leading her on a search

across the Unieed Stares and England.
“When you hind a piece you'se covet-
ed, you just pay what the dealer 15 ask-
ing because you'll never see it again,”
she says, Her hushand has been cauglht
up in her enthusiasm oo, “He views it
as an invesiment,” says Kraft.

Belgian dealer Liesbeth Depoworter
specializes in Continental majolica,
usually exhibiting her wares locally
the second weekend of every month
ar Scott Antique Market. Because
Continental majolica rends mo be less
tormal than English, her customers
are drawn oo decorative picces that
strike their fancy. There are ceramic
banks in the shape of pears, aspara-
gus dishes made of ceramic “spears™
and @ lintle snail with holes in itz back
for escargot forks. “Atlanta i really a
decorator’s market,” says Depoorer
“But who wouldn't want oo decorane
with this?™ H Ses Rosources




