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English Majolica
at the
Cooper-Hewitt Museum

Rugs of the
Hajji Babas
at Asia Society

Small Medallion Rug, C,hina, Eighteeuth
Century. Lent by an anonymous collector.

by Karen Hayward

NEW YORK CITY - This spring TheAsia Society has mounted 'an exhibitIon of

fifty Oriental rugs to celebrate the goldenanniversary of The Hajji Babas, the oldest
rug-collectmg society in America. The
members of the respected Hajji Baba Club

are devoted principally to collecting thebold-patterned tribal weavings, a textile
group largely ecclipsed by the grand
arabesque-laced Persian carpets that
traditionally have captured the collector's
eye, Since 1932the club has helped to fester

a greater appreciation for these rugs thattoday are rightfully in great demand,
DaVId Walker, Curator of Near Eastern
and Far Eastern Art at the Cincinnati Art
Museum, selected the exemplary nomadic
weavings from private collections and
several American museums currently ex-

Continued on page 92

by Karen Hayward
NEW YORK CITY 

Brilliant glazes and ex
uberant ceramic forms ex
emplify the ornamental
character of Victorian ma
jolica, Distantly akin to the
polychrome lead-glazed
wares of the Renaissance,
majolica became popular
again in the second half of the
Nmeteenth Century. Before
the current exhibition

The favorite cat of Leon Arnoux. art direc
tor of the Minton firm·and the man respon
sible .for the development of majolica, is
believed to have been the model for this
Hportrait"' jug. It is on loan to the exhibi
tion from Marilyn and Jerome Hoffman.
Minton and Company, 1874-75.

"English Majolica" at the
Cooper-Hewitt Museum, lit
tle attention had been £ocus
ed on these colorful
earthenwares.

Herbert Minton at Stoke
on-Trent was the major

figure in the development ofEnglish majolica, Recogniz
ing the abilities of the French
artisan Leon Arnoux, Minton

Continued an page 94
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BOUGHT BOOKS ON ART SOLD

Museum Gallery Book Shop
363 Pequot Ave_

Southport, Conn. 06490

OVER TEN THOUSAND BOOKS ON ART

RARE BOOKS

PROSPECT HILL
~ ANTIQUESI:~

Georges Mills, Nc\\'!;''Hampshire 0375i
603-763-59'117 '" 5841

Strawberry Dish and Spoon, Minton and
Company, 1855, on loan to the exhibition
from Karmason-Stacke Collection. The
unusual deSign for this dish incorporates
ceramic ••twigs" as the support structure
for the dish, while the cream and sugar
basins are in the form of small woven
baskets.

Ken lcaclh. P.O. Bo~ 78. Battleboro.
VermoDt O~1 -812-257-7918

OUR NEW HAMPSHIRE fmARNS ARE STOCKEO

with quality Americam Turn-of-the-Cenfufy
furniture - cak, walnut!, pine - all the most
sought after items.
We can meet your needs wiith a great selection and
fair prices_We're easy to fim:

EXIT 12A OFF 1-89fll'HEN 1 MI.1...EfT

Coins

Stamps
Furniture

purpose"; therefore, the
decoration and forms of the
wares often correspond to
their function. Seafood serv
ing dishes abound in the form
of crabs, shells and other
aquatic motifs. Game pie
dishes are lavished with hun
ting reliefs and quail finials.
A basket-form strawberry
dish has a floret-molded
ladle. Animals were fre
quently modeled as well. One
example is a delightful cat
form Jug by Paul Comelera of
Minton .
. The show includes several
key comparative examples
from earlier centuries: a
French Sixteenth Century
plate in the manner of Ber
nard Palissy. an Italian
Renaissance dish, an Eigh
teenth Century Chinese

~u:q~O~e-~:~~a~gur~ti!r a
ta:lkard and some Stafforl
shire pieces.

Visually stunning, the show
attests to the inspiration of
Victorian majolica, an art
form that deserves more

. recognition. Jointly organized by David McFadden,
Curator of Decorative Arts at
the Cooper-Hewitt Museum,
and Paul Atterbury, an
authority -on ceramics, the
exhibition will be on view
through June 13.

Oriental
Screens
Oriental

Porcelain
Clocks 8uJin&.
Jewelry 5eIIinc
VEUOWSHED

AN11QVES

Telephone:
203-259-7114

Route 6, Mahopac, "_Yo

(914)628-0362

Open Tues. thru Sun. 10:30-5:00 PM

a decorator's
paradise

Hours: Tues. thru Sat.

2:00 - 5:00 pm

supported his experimental
glaze research. The MintonCompany sllecessful in
troduced its refined majolica
wares at the Crystal Palace
Exhibition in 1851. There was
such popular acclaim tha t
competitors such as
Wedgwood, George Jones
and others subsequently
began manufacturing similar
wares.

The Cooper-Hewitt show,

}~rf:~~:3~:l:~i~rfr~~~t:~
functional and decorative
pieces representing the prin
cipal factories. Th~e glisten
ing ceramic gems are a
wonderful contrast to the
dark paneled rooms in which
they are displayed. The ec-

~~~cf~Cr~~i~~:J~~Y~C~~ll~~
tion: A massive stork jar
diniere is naturalistically
modeled, an urn is crisply
decorated in the neo-classical
taste. One cheese bell is in
the form of a Gothic ivy
nelled tower keep and
another is Orientalized with
pmnus blossoms. Egyptian
and exotic imagery added to
the stylistic array while other

pieces suggest. EighteenthCentury Sevres, Vmcennes
and Staffordshire.

The credo of the majolica
craftsmen was "fitness for

English Majolica
at the .
Cooper-Hewitt Museum

Grampa Snazzy's
Antiques

CANE and RUSH SEATS

SHAKER TAPE

Replaced - We purchase

one piece or an eslate

JOAN GRAVES

Route 202

New Preston, Conn. 06777
-203-868-7153

Choice French dolls amd rare German Clnmracters incl. 28" Mein

Liebling, 38" French. $teiners, and so _th. Many others, too
numerous to list.

All beautiHulfy dressed in antflque clothes

GaiII203-529-S157
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English Majolica
at the
Cooper-Hewitt Museum

David McFadden, curator of the
Decorative Arts at the Cooper-Hewitt
Museum, stands next·to a stork jardiniere
produced at Minton in 1874.-Photo by
Karen Hayward.

WANTED

[OJ
FOLDING FiREPlACE SCREENS WITH BRASS TRIM,

MEISSEN FIGURINES, GOOD PIECES· OF CHINESE

EXPORT. CONDITION NOTTHAT IMPORTANT.

203-374-1586
~

Ewer. Minton and Company. 1865. design
ed by Hugues Protat (active 1835-1871).
This ewer exemplifies the superb modell
ing ability of Protat who worked at Minton
between 1845and 1858. In 1858he moved to
Wedgwood where he continued his career
as a sculptor uotil1871, when he returned to
his native France. This piece is on loan
from Jerome and Marilyn Hoffman.

Teapot, William Brownfield and Company.
1876. This teapot represents a Chinese
mythical character carrying a bag of wind
on his shoulder. It is on loan to the exhibi
tion from Jerome and Marilyn Hoffman.

Game Dish, George Jones and Sons, 1873.
on loan to the exhibition from Karmason
Stacke Collection.

Specializing in
exceptional Victorian

. Wicker pieces

85 South Broadway
Nyack. New York 10960

914-358-3990


